
Tin Whistle Basics 
 

                                                 

 
Holding the whistle: 
 

 Left hand nearest the mouth. 

 Use the first 3 fingers of each hand 

to cover the holes. 

 Thumbs underneath the whistle. 

Left 

Right 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 

Scales for a ‘D’ whistle: 
 

 Practice them! 
 

6       5       4       3       2      1     0    0/5 or 6’    0/2 

         5’      4’       3’       2’      1’ 

Playing the notes: 

 Make sure that your 

fingers cover the holes. 
 

 High notes are marked 

with a dash (e.g. 5’); 

blow a little harder to 

get these notes. 
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